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Tidings 
Casas Adobes Congregational Church 

an Open and Affirming Church of 
The United Church of Christ 

April 
2019 

Holy Week at Casas Adobes! 
Holy week at Casas Adobes will be a rich and rewarding experience for all who                           
participate, an opportunity to walk with Jesus and His disciples through the 
highs and lows of life that lead to His ultimate vindication on Easter Sunday: 

April 14th, Palm Sunday marks the beginning of that 
week, as we ride with Jesus to Jerusalem.  The palms you       
will receive as you enter worship will remind us of the 
crowd's recognition of Jesus as the King who comes "in the 
name of the Lord."  With the appearance of a donkey,                       
however, we will also be reminded that Jesus came not                               
as a conquering king, but as a servant king, modeling for 
each of us what it means to be royalty in Christ's reign.                     
Join us for fanfare and celebration, with wonderful music 
highlighting the day. 

April 19th, Good Friday, you are again 
invited to a self-directed Way of Stillness      
art-walk in the church courtyard from   
11:00 am to 1:00 pm.  Take time to gently 
walk our campus in quiet meditation as  
you look at diverse images of Jesus.  At 
12:00 noon, Pastor John will lead a prayer 
service on the Seven Last Word of Jesus in 
the Chapel.    

April 21st, Easter Sunday, culminates our Lenten journey 
together, as we celebrate the rising of the Son just as the sun 
has risen on Easter morning.  This year we will celebrate   
Easter through the lens of Peter, that impetuous, impulsive,                 
irrepressible, impressive follower of Jesus.  Maybe some of us 
can identify with Peter and take heart in his journey.  Join us as 
we celebrate with our whole beings Christ's victory of life over 
death and good over evil.  Join us as the Hallelujah Chorus                 
reverberates through the sanctuary and culminates our Easter 
celebration! 

On Holy Thursday, 
April 18th, we will  
once again gather in 
McNear for a Soup  
Supper followed by a 
worship service which  
includes a celebration 
of communion at our 
tables.  Dinner will 
begin at 6:00 pm and 
worship will begin at 
6:45 pm.  Please sign 
up Sunday, April 7th,                 
or Sunday, April 14th,                    
indicating whether you 
plan to bring soup, 
bread, or butter.                           
Utensils, dinnerware, 
and beverages will be 
provided.  Join us as 
we continue our                               
journey with Jesus to 
Jerusalem and reflect 
on the very core of 
what it means to be a 
follower of Jesus. 
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From the Pastor 
_________________________________ 

Celebrating Casas! 
 
Over the past two months I've preached two sermon series: Qualities of a Healthy Church and 
Tempting Choices for Churches Today.  In each series I've encouraged members and leaders at 
Casas Adobes to examine various dimensions of church life, honestly assess how we're doing    
as a church, and think intentionally about how we want to shape our future as a family of God's                        
people.  In some cases, I've clearly affirmed Casas Adobes; in others I've identified ways in 
which I think we can grow. 
 
As my wife, Anna, likes to say, I'm someone who likes to "fix things."  That's one of the reasons                     
I enjoy being an Interim Pastor.  My natural tendencies to assess and evaluate are helpful tools              
in assisting churches to move forward.  But sometimes that tendency can come across to others  
as negative, as a fixation on "the glass half empty" rather than "the glass half full." 
 
So, let me take this opportunity to say very clearly something that I have believed since shortly 
after I arrived here: Casas Adobes Congregational United Church of Christ is essentially a 
healthy, vibrant church.  You are the healthiest of the churches I have served as an Interim                    
Pastor.  You are not perfect and there are always opportunities to grow, but you are a church 
with many strengths.  Let me list a few: 
 

1. You consistently offer a rich worship experience with great music, wonderful liturgy and               
a positive, inclusive message in a sanctuary conducive to worship and reflection. 

2. You have a strong and diverse Mission and Outreach program that in one way or another 
engages most of the members of the congregation. 

3. You are welcoming and friendly.  Many of you are intentionally on the lookout for                      
newcomers and ensure that they are included and integrated into the life of the                         
congregation as much and as soon as they choose to be. 

4. You are a resilient community with many strong leaders.  The fact that you are as healthy 
and strong as you are, given the numerous and sometimes traumatic pastoral transitions  
of the past few years, is a tribute to your giftedness and your commitment to ministry. 

5. Overall you have the best church staff I have ever worked with.  There are no weak links.  
They all rock! 

 
I would also add that it has been and continues to be for me a 
pleasure working here and engaging in ministry with you.                           
Does that mean I'm going to stop asking questions and exploring                            
options, stop identifying potential opportunities for growth and                      
improvement?  NOT!  But I do want you to know that it's not about 
trying to make you "good enough."  It's about working with you                         
to realize your full potential, to become all that God believes                         
you can be! 
 
With you on the journey, 
 
Pastor David 
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________________________________ 
    Path to a Pastor 

Follow-Up  
Interviews  
As of this writing we 
are entering a round 
of second videoconference interviews.  
 

What does this mean?  It indicates very positive first interviews with a select few of our                                 
candidates with whom our tightly scripted questions were met with promising responses,                            
encouraging us that these are ministers who might be a possible “good fit” with us! 
 

The second video interview will be more free-flowing, tailored specifically for each candidate. 
 

In all, we have considered a significant number and very wide range of applicants: personality, 
years and types of experiences, passions, and areas for growth.  The Search Committee is                         
working on your behalf to call the best candidate for congregation.  Whomever we collectively 
call as a congregation for our settled pastor will be a fresh catalyst for mutual growth in faith                 
and action. 
 

Thank you for your continued prayers. 

From the Council President 
____________________________________________________________________________

I would like to bridge my first ‘From the Council Moderator’ with Rita’s final ‘From the Council 
President’ in our March Tidings.  Like Rita B, I also have hopes.  I appreciate the congregation’s 
confidence and I take the position with humility and hope in our Lord’s guidance for all of us.  
 

I agree with Rita’s statement that service is a privilege.  That’s one of the reasons I like the                    
position title change to ‘Moderator’.  For me, Moderator has the sense of cooperation, team, and                     
family thus ‘Congregation’.  I’m grateful for the experienced and highly capable council                         
members you, the congregation, have chosen.  As a team, we will work together to keep Casas 
Adobes moving forward in faith and in service to our community both locally and afar.  
 

Initially, your Council has, as always, important work to continue, as well as, possibly a few                      
new initiatives.  Of course, we the Casas Adobes congregation look forward to God’s gift of a                          
full-time Senior Minister.  Our Search Team is praying and working to identify God’s woman                              
or man that He has chosen as our Spiritual leader.  As we will celebrate Easter with all                                  
Christians globally in April, I am encouraged that our prayers will soon be answered.  But we 
must continue to pray for our Search and Call Team, as well as, continue our personal prayers                       
for our next Senior Minister.  
 

I believe that our congregation, as individuals and as a Church, are very interested in our                     
continued spiritual growth which will lead us into our future. 
 

With that last thought in mind, I will close with possibly Jesus’ greatest words for us to live by 
found in Matthew 22:37-39: ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul                        
and all your mind.  This is the first and greatest Commandment.  And the second is like it:                               
Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
 

Tom (Goslin, New Council President/Moderator) 
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Christian Formation/Education 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

A Note from Pastor John 
There are two months in our city that get filled with events because of the exceptional 
weather: April and October.  This April is exceptionally busy with the SWC Annual 
Meeting, CACC-UCC Golf Tournament, and the Earth Day festival.  This is on top of                    
annual events like the Pima County Fair and the U of A Spring Fling.  When one adds        
Holy Week, Easter services and family celebrations; it makes for a very busy month.  
The events of the month can overwhelm us and may event cause stress.  But it is not 
about the activities; it is about attitude.  We are an Easter people and are  
called to be joyful, hopeful beacons of love  
in the turmoil of the world.  So, try not to        fall into 
a “task” driven season of renewal, but focus on doing          what is  
important.  Honor the journey to Calvary, reflect, mourn,    repent.  But do 
not be anxious, new life is waiting and all things are      possible through 
Christ.  Rejoice and have fun.  Do not      miss the return of 
springtime to the desert because          you feel overwhelmed 
with “tasks.”  It will benefit you;      mind, body and soul.   
Happy Easter!   
Christ is risen, indeed. 

Family Ministry News 
Our family ministry continues to blossom.  As we engage and welcome families and                      
children we strengthen not only our community here at CACC-UCC but also the world.  
There are few things more important than giving children a place where they can grow 
in faith, security and love, knowing they are valued by a larger community.  CACC-UCC 
lives these values through extraordinary events like the Morris Ewing Golf Tournament 
which benefit student scholarships and our community’s willingness to find new                       
welcoming spaces like McMIGS and the courtyard play area.  Our call to family ministry 
is essential and is reflected in this poem: 

Who am I? 
I’m the silly dresser you compliment on my fashion. 

I’m the one who takes five cookies, and you say, “Looks yummy!” 
I’m the one who depends on a ride to church. 

I’m the one who depends on a place to have fun. 
My norms are not yet yours; I’m too young! 

 

Who am I? 
I’m the one who watches how you welcome. 

I’m the one YOU help form into who-I-will-be, 
The one who remembers, “At least YOU saw my value!” 
When I inevitably have self-doubt in my adolescence. 

 

I needed you...you welcomed me. 
Who am I? 

I am our church’s child. 
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Christian Formation/Education Continued 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Rise Up!  It’s Easter! 
On Easter Sunday, April 21st, we will have our annual Children’s Easter Egg Hunt, Middle 
Schooler Scavenger Hunt and The Candy Ninja Challenge for High School.  We will meet by                       
the courtyard fountain at 9:30 am.  All children, youth, and teenagers are invited to participate.  
Bring a basket for the egg hunt or use one of ours.  After the first message in the 10:15 worship,                      
we will celebrate together with an international Easter craft and a piñata.  If you have friends                       
or family visitors, Easter Sunday is a great time to share our community. 
 

Tuesday Pastors’ Bible-Study Group for April  
The Tuesday Bible study in April will focus on Paul’s letter to the Romans.  This book is the first    
of the canon epistles, though it is not the oldest.  It is also, in many respects the most significant.  
This book helped shape the theology of Augustine, Aquinas, Luther, Calvin, and Wesley.  Come 
find out how this important letter helped shape “God is still speaking” Theology.  We will be                       
using the UCC’s Bible Study Curriculum Listen Up.  We meet in Rooms 9/10 at 10:00 am.                    
If you wish, bring your favorite Bible.  Please Note: Because of Annual Meeting weekend,                                   
Holy Week and Easter Week, Tuesday Bible study will be moved to April 9th and April 30th.   
 
Wednesday Pastor’s Study:  Imago Dei: The Image of Christ in the Movies Continues… 
During Wednesdays in April, Pastor John continues a film series that looks at portrayals of Jesus 
on Film throughout the decades. 
April 3rd  Jesus of Nazareth (1977) 
April 10th  Jesus (1999) 
April 17th   Son of God (2014) 
Each film attempts to tell the story of Jesus as “Gospel-truth.”  But the question is, which Gospel 
and which “truth” are they attempting to show?  In many instances, these films tell us more about 
the times in which they were created and less about the “historical” Jesus.  Because many of 
these films are long, we will watch extended segments of them.   
10:00 to 11:30 am in McNear Hall, Wednesdays 
 
“Who is My Neighbor?” –  VBS 2019 June 10th-14th  
Find out the answer to this important question and have fun at the same time.    
Our adventure will begin with stories from the Bible and will bring us to modern 
day encounters with new friends and neighbors.  Our journey begins on Monday, June 10th and 
finish Friday, June 14th.  Full day- and half day-registration available.  Registration forms are                        
currently available in the church office.  You can also register on the church website: caucc.org.   
Space is limited to the first 30 registrants (ages 4 to 11).  Come by the information table at coffee 
hour or talk to Pastor John or Jean-Marie Huisjen for more information on registration and                   
volunteer opportunities. 
 

Earth Day 2019  
Did you know that Casas Adobes and Church of the Painted Hills children, youth and their                         
families get together periodically to do service projects and have fun?  Last fall, we made                        
sandwiches for Casa Maria food kitchen, went bowling and participated in the CROP Hunger 
Walk together.  On Saturday, April 20th we will again be getting together to host an exhibitor’s 
booth at the Tucson Earth Day Festival downtown at the Tucson Children’s Museum.  We will be         
teaching and doing a craft on the Sonoran Desert and caring for creation.  We continue to                      
work in the spirit of the UCC’s “3 Great Loves” campaign: love of creation, love of children,                         
and love of neighbor.  See Pastor John for more information. 
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  Mason Memorial Library 
____________________________________________________________________ 

Did You Know…The Mason Memorial Library 
Thanks to all those who supported our recent, successful book sale.  Your donations,  
help with set up, and purchases make it possible for our unique and outstanding  
church library to stay up to date and continue its mission of service to our church community. 
 

Will and Orpha Mason were the guiding lights behind the establishment and subsequent growth 
of this wonderful resource.  Their gifts of time and talents, and their monetary endowment                          
allowed the library to grow in size and in service provided to our patrons.  Our collection has 
books in many genres for both adults and children. 
 

The library serves all the educational programs in the church.  Library volunteers read to the 
children during the summer and other special seasons.  We make borrowing books easy and 
convenient for our church community.  Books remaining after the book sale go to Gospel Rescue 
Mission for their use.   
 

Library support comes from the dedicated endowment, book sale proceeds, and donations.                      
We appreciate the space provided by the church and the support for utilities and other services.  
Each year the library donates funds to the office to help with such costs.  The library does not         
require other funds from the overall church budget. 
 

Stop by and see what we have to offer!  The library team also invites interested persons to                  
consider becoming a Library Team Member or otherwise helping with special events or needs. 

Visit YOUR Library ! 
__________________________ 

New Member Biographies __________________________________________ 
Judie and Ely Pierce 
Judie and I have been attending UCC churches 
since 1956, and were members of the Old South 
Church in Boston for 40 years before we retired 
in 2018.  We have supported various ministries 
at the churches we have attended as well as                             
serving as Deacons, Officers, and Chairman of 
church committees.   
 

We graduated from Bradford and Williams                            
Colleges in Mass., met on a blind date and were 
married in 1956.  Judie spent her career in                           
retailing at Neiman Markus and Saks as a                   
Personal Shopper, and I was a Marketing                       
Consultant for 40 yrs. before retiring to selling 
residential real estate in downtown Boston for                      
15 years.  We have two grown sons and four 
grandchildren.   
 

We visited three UCC churches in Tucson and 
were immediately taken with Casas Adobes, the 
preaching of Pastor Lee, the choir and the warm 
welcome extended at coffee hour.  
 

We are “snow birds” spending five months in 
Tucson and the rest of the year at our family 
home (since 1840) on Westport Island off the         
mid-coast of Maine.   

Library is OPEN: Sunday mornings from 9:15 to 11:30 am 
Tuesday afternoons: from 1:00 to 3:00 pm 

Larry and Darlene Picraux 
We are from Owensville, MO (100 miles west 
of St. Louis) and we moved to Catalina, AZ on 
July 26, 2018 and found CACC-UCC in the 
Yellow Pages.  So far, we have found the 
members here to be friendly, the music is 
wonderful, and children/family time is                        
delightful, the pastors are outstanding, and 
there is much offered here. 
 

We met after Larry got out of the Navy at a 
ranch where we boarded our horses, and we 
married in 1965.  We have one son and two 
granddaughters living in Kansas City, MO, 
plus one son and two grandsons living in   
Oro Valley, AZ.  We have been members of 
the UCC since childhood, but St. Peter’s UCC 
of Owensville showed us how wonderful a 
church can be. 
 

Larry retired from being a maintenance                          
carpenter of 30 years with Chrysler in 1999.  
Darlene did office work.  We sold our horses 
in 2006, which was our main hobby in                                
addition to our sons’ activities.  We got into                       
a little boating and RV-ing from 2006 to 2017.  
Darlene likes to garden, crochet, sew,  
and read. 
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Council Approves New Summer Worship Schedule 
 

Acting on a unanimous recommendation from the Worship Committee, Council at its 
March meeting unanimously and enthusiastically voted to hold one worship service for 
the summer months (Memorial Day to Labor Day) at 9:15 am, with coffee hour following.  
Council based this decision on several factors: 

 

· Energy and vibrancy of worship - When the number of worshippers in the                     
sanctuary represents only 15-20% of capacity (typical for the early service), all                     
aspects of worship suffer.  A fuller sanctuary translates to a more energized                               
congregation and a more positive worship experience. 

· Visitors - When visitors attend a service with only a scattering of parishioners, 
their impression of the church is not positive. 

· Getting to know fellow members - Having everyone worship together in the 
summer affords an opportunity to get to know fellow members that is not available 
the rest of the year. 

· Resourcing worship - Worship Committee is always challenged to find a                              
sufficient number of ushers, greeters, and stewards for two services.  It is                                        
especially difficult in the summer. 

 

This change reverses a decision, properly and correctly made many years ago when 
our church was larger, to have two services throughout the year.  Valid reasons for a 
church to have two services include:   
 

· One service is “traditional” and the other “alternative” (something we may                              
explore in the future).  

· Worship attendance exceeds 80% of the capacity of the sanctuary, so moving to 
two services provides room for future growth. 

 

Both outgoing and incoming Council members strongly endorse one worship                              
experience in summer and the Christian Formation Team believes it will work well                    
with the plans they have developed for our children this summer. 
 

The change, of course, will require a little flexibility on everyone’s part.  The hour of 
worship will be a little different, but the amount of time folks spend at church on Sunday 
mornings should remain largely the same.  We believe having the fellowship hour                      
following worship will provide a great opportunity both to connect with old friends and 
make new ones.  We think this will be an excellent seasonal arrangement, given our          
current circumstances.  Please support our leadership and embrace the opportunity to 
make new friends over the summer. 
 

Summer Worship Times 
9:15 am Worship 

 
10:15 Coffee Hour 

Summer Worship Times 
9:15 am Worship 

10:15 Coffee Hour 
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Activities and Opportunities 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Taizé Worship Service 
Thursday, April 11th, 6:30 pm 
Let your faith bloom.  Taizé is an alternative 
form of worship which includes soothing                      
music, spirit-filled readings and silent 
meditation by candlelight.  There is no                              
sermon.  Pastor John will offer blessings 
and anointing after this month’s service.  
Taizé services are on the second Thursday 
of each month in the CACC-UCC                              
sanctuary, from 6:30 to 7:15 pm.  
  

All are welcome to this unique spiritual                               
experience.  Feel free to bring a friend! 

New Members to Join 
Join in the fun when we  
welcome our New  
Members on Sunday, April 14th, during the  
services and during Coffee Hour!  See Bios Page 6. 
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Still A Few Days to Help Keeling With 
Your Tax-Credit Contribution 
Time is running out to help Keeling Elementary    
             School with a tax-credit donation of up  
             to $400 for the 2018 tax year!   
  

             Married couples can qualify for a                       
               dollar-for-dollar credit of up to $400 
on their state taxes.  Individuals and those filing 
separately can qualify for up to $200.  Taxpayers 
are eligible to receive this credit for contributions 
to a public school such as Keeling even if they also 
will be seeking a credit for a similar contribution to 
a charitable organization.  One does not have to 
choose one or the other. 
 

Qualifying contributions to Keeling can be made 
online on the Amphi School District website or by 
mailing in the form available in the church office.  
They must be made by April 15th to be deducted 
on your 2018 state tax return. 
 

Make this contribution, and help Keeling kids at  
no net cost to yourself! 

Volunteer for Special Olympics! 
  The Special Olympics    
  Track and Field Events will 
  be held Saturday, April 6th    
  at Amphi High School.   
  Volunteers are needed                     
  from 8:00 am to 12:30 pm,   

from 12:00 noon to 4:00 pm, or even the 
whole day!  
 

Contact Dave Heffelfinger at 631-1540 for 
more information. 

Saguaro East National Park Hike 
Saturday, April 13th  
NOTE: This is the hike originally                 
scheduled for February, but cancelled due 
to wintry weather. 
 

This month’s hike will be a 4.1 mile loop in 
Saguaro East National Park.  This is an 
easy, level hike following the Shantz, Loma 
Verde, and Pink Hill trails.  We will start at 
the Broadway Trailhead which is on the 
south side of Broadway Blvd. between 
Freeman Rd. and Camino de Codorniz.  
Meet at the church at 7:00 am to carpool or 
at the trailhead at 8:00 am. 
 

Please wear sturdy hiking shoes, and bring 
water and snacks. 
 

For further information, 
please contact                         
Charlie or Marj  
Wippermann at  
373-4248. 

Two of Your Favorite Events of the Year! 
 

Senior Recital by Vanessa Alexander 
Vanessa Alexander, our alto University Singer, 
will be presenting her Senior Recital on Sunday, 
April 14th at 1:00 pm in our sanctuary.  Following 
the recital, the Music Committee will be hosting                
a reception in McNear Hall.  Please join us for                     
an afternoon of wonderful music and good                             
fellowship.  Questions, please contact  
Jean Huisjen.  Thank you! 
 
Senior Recital by Emma Petersen 
Emma Petersen, our previous soprano University 
Singer, will be presenting her Senior Recital on 
Monday, May 6th at 6:00 pm in our sanctuary.   
Following the recital, the Music Committee will be 
hosting a reception in McNear Hall.  Please join us 
for an evening of wonderful music and good                      
fellowship.  If you have questions, please                               
contact Jean Huisjen.  Thank you! 
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Get Your Voice Heard! 
The Members-At-Large (MAL) now have an  
email address so members can make                      
suggestions at any time, at ML@caucc.org.  
We are looking for your ideas to improve 
Casas Adobes, UCC.  Only current MAL  
members can access the emails and your 
name will only be used with your approval.  
You will get an acknowledgement from one  
of the MAL’s and they will let you know of the 
final resolution of your suggestion by the 

Council.  Questions?  Contact John Neel.   

Activities and Opportunities 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ukrainian Egg Decorating 
Saturday, April 20th, 8:00 am to 2:00 pm 

Join us for this fun event!  Try your hand at Pysanky, the Ukrainian way of  
using wax and dyes to color eggs, at an Easter-time workshop in Rooms 9/10                       
of McNear Hall.  Beginners and oft-timers are welcome.  Basic instruction will be 
presented, plus pattern ideas will be available to all attendees. 
 

Bring two raw eggs, cleaned with white vinegar for decorating, and a brunch dish 
for six to share.  Drinks, materials and equipment will be provided.  A small                         

donation for supplies would be welcome.  The workshop is open to all, ages seven to adult.                  
It’s a great way to learn a new skill with friends and family.  To reserve your place, RSVP to                        
the church office at 297-1181.  *Youngsters age 7-13 must EACH bring an adult to help  
with instruction. 
 

Pysanky, the Ukrainian way of using wax and dyes to color eggs, dates back to pre-Christian 
times in Slavic cultures.  The egg represented the rebirth of the Earth.  Join us for an Easter-time 
workshop of this traditional folk art in Rooms 9/10 of McNear Hall.   

Golf Tournament Opportunities 
The 7th Annual Ewing Golf Tournament                      
on Saturday, April 20th benefits our                          
Scholarship Fund and provides                                  
scholarships for our youth for post                 
high school education.  Among the                                     
numerous ways you can  
participate, here are two: 

1) Registrations to play are now available:  
$100 per person or $360 for a foursome, 
includes breakfast, lunch, 18 holes of golf 
with a cart.  Sign up to play today!   

OR 
2) Pay not to play - make a donation to the 

scholarship fund!  Any amount is                         
appreciated.  For donations of $100 or 
more you can sponsor a hole on the 
course.  The sponsored holes will include  
a sign with your name on it! 

 

Questions?  See David Huisjen or George 
Gluski.  Thank you for your support! 

Welcoming the Stranger 
In 2018, in light of decisions at our southern                           
border, a group of individuals began meeting 
and volunteering at various local migrant                        
shelters.  After gathering pertinent information, 
the group approached Ministry of Mission and 
Outreach and became recognized as                                
Compassion on the Border. 
 

The current focus is to support the Benedictine 
Monastery, where 300 migrants (+/-) are given                        
shelter from one to five days.  Critical needs 
identified by the Monastery are: fresh fruit, 
breakfast muffins, cookies, 
jars of mild salsa, bags of 
white sugar, cans of coffee, 
cans of veggies and jars of 
Caldo de Pollo (chicken  
bouillon).  Items should be left 
in the container in McNear                            
labeled FOR MIGRANTS.  
Items will be picked up on Sunday, April 7th, and 
on the first Sundays of the month thereafter.  
 

Many volunteer opportunities exist: intake 
(Spanish speaker), laundry, food (kitchen and 
dining room), donation room monitor, donation 
sorters, travel arrangers, floor monitors, drivers,                            
medical, playroom monitors, overnight                               
monitors and arts and craft activities workers.   
 

Register at casasalitasprogram@gmail.com.  
Orientation is required.  
 

For more information, contact Fran Marian,                              
296-8076, jandfmarian@gmail.com  
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Thoughts on McMIGS from the Ministry of Christian Formation 
As we approach one year of usage of the McMIGS area on our campus, we thought it 
might be the right time to talk about what we have done and learned using it.  As you     
recall, McMIGS is an acronym for the McCormack Memorial Intergenerational                                  
Gathering Space, in honor of the McCormack family, who wanted a special area to be 
set aside for the children.  With hard work from folks like the Welecks, George Gluski,                             
Barry West, Ken Perrin, Charlie Wippermann and many others, that courtyard space has 
been transformed into something quite wonderful. 
 

  Occupying a central space in our campus,    
  McMIGS is now a gathering space for young and    
  old to have experiences.  Children may use it for a  
  quiet play area, Sunday School teachers can have  
  outdoor classes for the youngsters; parents and  
  grandparents can exchange ideas about the  
  lessons they learned that day in church.  Before  
  church, adults can help their kids play together  
  and share toys during Fellowship Hour; after  
  services, parishioners can take time to sit and visit  
  before moving on to more of the day’s activities. 

 

The ministries of Christian Formation and Physical Resources have taken great care to 
create comfortable sitting areas where ideas and 
toys can be used, time can be shared, and ideas   
can be explored as we help families practice our         
important values of sharing, respect, and care.                     
Together, this experiment has been a tremendous 
success! 
 

Both ministries are aware of some concerns that 
have arisen, and we ask that all of us remember that 
McMIGS is a shared area.  For youngsters, it can be 
an area for quiet play, some choose to bring their own toys – a fine use of space for  
playthings which can be collected and packed away quickly.  As a note of caution,                          
however, several of our more senior members have had near-mishaps with youngsters 
who have used the area more as an obstacle course with running and racing, than a                     
quiet play area or gathering space.  These physical encounters, while not disastrous,             
do demonstrate the need for quiet play and close supervision by the guardians of the 
youngsters.  Even if oldsters aren’t around, close supervision will help us avoid scrapes 
and bumps on the young ones. 
 

Both ministries pursued acquiring additional real estate that we may someday have a 
proper playground where all sorts of playground activities are standard; that has not 
come to pass.  We are exploring changing the campus by the classrooms and creating 
an outdoor play area there, so stay tuned for that proposal.  Until then, please continue 
to regard McMIGS as a special gathering area for all ages, and a teaching facility for 
learning and sharing together. 
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Treasurer’s Corner 
___________________________________ 

· During the summer months we again anticipate a cash flow problem when our 
weekly offering is reduced by at least 50% because many members are away,                       
trying to escape the summer heat in a cooler place, or on vacation.  As your                          
Treasurer, let me encourage you to investigate using an automated bill pay service 
through your bank that will issue your offering check to the church while you are 
away.  Please contact Anne Bailey or me if help is required.   

· Several of you have started using the RMD (Required Mandatory Distribution) 
from an IRA to meet your offering obligation this year.  The requirements are:  

· The taxpayer is 70 ½ or older 

· You can transfer up to $100,000 from a traditional IRA tax-free to a charity 
each year (includes churches) 

· You must transfer the money to the charity directly  

· The money also must be transferred out of your account and the checks 
cashed by the church before December 31st of that year.  

 

      The advantages are that this “qualified charitable distribution” (QCD) will 
count as your RMD without being added to your adjustable gross income, 
which can be a boon if you were going to take the new, higher standard                      
deduction instead of itemizing (you can’t deduct charitable transfers).                       
The transfer could also help keep your income below the threshold at which 
you’re subject to the Medicare high-income surcharge as well as hold down 
the percentage of your Social Security benefits subject to tax.  If you elect this 
vehicle to meet your pledge commitment it is recommend that you schedule 
the RMD with the financial institution on a quarterly basis.  Please contact 
your financial advisor or financial institution where your IRA is held to                            
discuss this option.    

 

· If you plan to donate stock again this year to meet your pledge obligation, please                                
remember that our investment accounts have been transferred from Wells Fargo to 
Baird Wealth Management using the same Investment Advisor.  Please contact 
Anne Bailey before making a transfer for account information.   

 

 Thanks for your continued support to God’s exciting work at CACC-UCC.  
 Flyers are available on the information table on the north side of McNear Rooms 9/10. 
 Jack Dean, Treasurer 

Electronic Giving 
Many of you pay your bills online.  You can easily set up your donation to the church the 
same way...and they will mail us a check.  You can even make it a recurring payment.  
We now have a new way to say “I give electronically!” during the Offertory, by using a 
card in the pew envelope box, which can be dropped into the offering plate in lieu  
of a check or cash.   
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__________________________________ Thanks and more. ..  

The CACC-UCC men's group  
meets for breakfast every  
Thursday at 8:30 am at  
Beyond Bread (Oracle and Ina).  
All men are welcome for informal 
discussion and fellowship. 

Called to Care Caregivers Meeting 
Next Meeting: April 17th 

1:00 pm, Rooms 7/8  
If you or someone you know need prayers 
or would like to be added to the Prayer 
Chain, call the office at 297-1181.  If you are 
in need of counseling or pastoral contact , 
you may ask for the Pastor or Parish Nurse.  
For other care requests contact Chris 
Sternberg at cmssone@gmail.com or  
575-9134 and Kathy Huston at 797-2749.    

Singles Lunch 
Let’s meet on Sunday, April 7th at  
Coco’s just north of Ina Rd. on the  
east side of Oracle, after the                      
second service.  We usually gather for 
lunch on the first Sunday of every month.  
For more info on Singles group activities,  
call Diane Garinger at 331-0980. 

· Large laundry detergent 
· $10-$25 gift cards for Fry’s, Target, or                  

Wal-Mart (please label with amount) 
· 150 rolls of 2-ply toilet paper 
· 35 rolls of paper towels 
· 75 containers of dental floss 

· Small microwave, coffee maker, baking 
dishes 

· Bath towels 
· Large bleach 
· Other household items 

 

Thank you all for your cards, calls, and        
support as we celebrated Spencer’s sister 
Kay’s life and her passing to eternal rest.  
Thank you also for your continued prayers for 
patience, endurance, and we hope healing as 
Spencer’s brother begins his chemotherapy 
treatments for lymphoma.   
You truly are our church family. 
Lee and Spencer Elliott 

Communion Steward Thank You 
Many thanks to the volunteers who attended 
Communion Steward training sessions on                    
Jan. 31st and Feb. 28th!  They were Pat and Dave 
Brown, Sharon and Steve Canipe, Linda and 
Fran Crisman, Charlotte Marshall and                                   
Ken Kemerling, Michelle Perrin, Rosalie Shelton 
and Linda Nielsen-Mooney.  We thank Revs. 
David and John for participating in and                                 
supporting the new trainees.  We will give 
these volunteers actual on-the-job experience 
as soon as possible. We also thank our corps of 
experienced stewards who will mentor the new 
stewards.  Thanks to you all!   
The Worship Committee 

TIHAN Poz Café Wants You! 
Casas Adobes Congregational, UCC is again co-sponsoring the Poz Café for TIHAN                                     
on Thursday, April 18th at St. Francis in the Foothills UMC.  This luncheon is  
provided for individuals living with HIV/AIDS and a guest of their choice. 
 

Five to six volunteers are needed to work that day.  Please call Carol Bogg at 306-1242 if you can 
help.  Hours are 8:45 am to 2:00 pm.  Please wear closed-toed shoes and a cap, or you will be 
given a hairnet, and please stay home if you are not feeling well that day. 

Parish Nurse Corner 
with Ida Heath, RN, Parish Nurse, will                          
return next month.  In the meanwhile, if you 
have a question about any other                                
health-related issue feel free to contact me  
at 682-0291 before 9:00 pm at night or email                                     
imhgnp@msn.com. 

Items can be dropped off in the Narthex or church office.  Thank you! 

We really need donations for care packages as it is customary for sponsoring congregations to 
donate raffle prizes.  Suggestions are: 

Casas Adobes Church is truly a loving 
church.  Thank you to everyone for the kind 
thoughts, prayers, cards and phone calls                   
following my recent surgery.  A special thank 
you to Rev. Dethmers  for our time together.  
Charlie Wippermann 
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 Pray  for 

 Celebrations 
_________________________ 

Early May Birthdays 

April Birthdays 

April Anniversaries  

________________ Condolences  to the family 
and friends of: 

Ever need something notarized and it’s 
not convenient to stop by your bank?                    
Or, you do stop by your bank, and there’s a 
long wait?  Jenn in the office is  
a notary public!  Jenn is  
available for notaries Monday,  
Tuesday and Thursday,  
11:00 am to 2:00 pm.   
Please call first. 

Tidings  articles for the next edition are due 
on the 15th of the proceeding month.  
 

Send articles to anne@caucc.org, sending 
them as an attachment or in the email body 
itself.  160 words or less! 
 

We reserve the right to revise, shorten or  
edit articles as necessary.  Thank you,  
The Tidings Staff: 

Anne Bailey 
Carol Bogg 
Sue and Tom Butterweck 
Joan Fehser 
Jenn Ferguson 
   

And our friends at the  
Marana Post Office! 

Alan Harris 
Kathy Huston 
Jewelle Jacobs 
Chris Sternberg 
Jean Stillwell  
Dorothy Trujillo 
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